HOW STRONG IS  BRITAIN ?
mission in the world is to obtain the triumph of justice
and morality in international politics.
Only recently the world witnessed a practical exam-
ple of this fact. The right of the people of the Sudeten
districts of Czechoslovakia to self-determination was
morally indisputable. Therefore, although the joining
of these districts to the German Reich was in opposition
to the traditional foreign political interests of Great
Britain in the maintenance of the balance of power in
Europe, she was nevertheless unable to oppose it.
For the same reason she was unable to raise any serious,
objection to the re-establishment of military sovereignty
throughout the German Reich, to the emancipation
of the Rhineland, and to the Anschluss of Austria to
Germany. The government of the Reich morally
justified all these actions in the eyes of the world in
such an indisputable fashion that the British people
would have refused to take up arms to prevent them.
Great Britain's power cannot therefore be used
arbitrarily. It cannot be thrown into the scales in
support of any undertaking which is condemned as
unethical by the British people and by world public
opinion. The British government would have the
choice of abandoning such unethical undertakings
altogether or of seeking to give them a moral cloak
by means of propaganda. However, the effect of such
propaganda will always be limited by the decency of
the overwhelming majority of the British people, by the
mistrust and by the special interests of the Dominions,
and by the critical judgment of the rest of the world.
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